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MRS. SARAH ANN HEARN'S FIGHT FOR LIFE

CORNISH POISON DRAMA

Double Murder Charge and =
“Not Guilty” Plea

MR. THOMAS'S DRAMATIC
DENIAL

Dead Woman's

Diary Ruled asl

Not Admissible

Ten men and two women were empanelled as a jury at Bodmin
ize Court on Monday to try Mrs. Sarah Ann Hearn, a widow, who

58
is atcused of having murdered by

arsenical poisoning at Lewannick,

snear Launceston, her sister, Miss Lydia Marja Everard, aged 53 years,
who on July ?1st, died in the home she shared with her sister in the

village of Lewannick.

Accused Is aiso charged with the murder of Mrs. Alice Maude
Thomas, 47, wife of ‘a neighbouring farmer-at Lewannick, who died in
Plymouth Hospital on November 4th, 1830

On the opening day counsel for two hours debated two points in

the evidence which is being (endereu by the

accused. Mr. H. Du Par K.C..

Crown against the
ading for the Crown, submitted

cq.,
that after he had opened the Indlctmm charging Mrs Hearn with the

murder of Mrs.

Thomas he should be aliowed to Introduce a diary

lllaged to have been left by Miss Lydia Everard. He also submitted

should be allowed to tender evidence that

Everard died

s
of arsenical poisoning, 0 as to show that the likelihood of Mrs. Thomas
having been poisoned accidentally was more remote than if there were
no other history of arsenical poisoning in this case,

dJust

ice Roche ruled that the diary was nol -dmuslble. but

that evidence concerning Miss Everard's death was relev

Tuesday

Mr. Thomas was in the witness box for over mree hours,

on @
during which time he stated that he had suggested to the doctor that a
second opinion should be consulted regarding his wife, and that no ex-

pens  was tc be spared.
Replying to questions

clared he had never from

you

sure?”’ came from the Judge, to which Mr. Thomas

bfg_ the Judge, Mr. Thomas emphatically de-
st to last given his wife nrsenh:

44173
replied 1

have never had arsenic In my possession, except sheep dip and tablets,
which are things any farmer might have.

Counse! rre: For the proaecution.
Mr, H. Du Parcg, K.C, T,
Patrick Davlm for the delcnm. Mr.

, K.C., M.P,, and Mr,

. M. mn.

Mre, Hearn was driven over from
‘Exeter Gaol on Sunday night. She was
accompanied by several wardresses,
Bhe has quarters in the County Gaol
at Bodmm nt present disused for its
ordinary purpose, and will remain
thers durm; the ‘trial, which is ex-
pected to finish to-morrow or Monday.

To is understood that £1 ,000 has been
raised for the defence of Mrs, Hearn,
This lnn.ludes £500, the reward paid
to the ev of Mrs. Hearn when

n&v hmded aver by hxm

for her deferce.

Women -d girls, among them a
Ratless young woman who wore no
msckmp. queued up for a long time,
ho to gain admission.
cbe seats reserved for the puhhc
wag Miss Violet Loraine, the act

Half-an-hour _ before  the “trial

opened, the police placed a card on

tbc gates of the Cmm. bearing the
o Court full.”

"l AM NOT GUILTY.”

Mzrs. Hearn wore a long brown coat,
with a felt hat of a deeper shade.
Rimless pince nez rested on her nmc
She seemed -perfectly oamyo-
befora the iury. on_which wi cw
women, were sworn, Mr. Wnlkar Wue
the dnfondmg solicitor, had a whis-
pered conversation with Mrs. Hearn.

The indictments were read slowly
ud solemnly by the Clerk of Assize.

To the charge of the murder of Miss
Everard, Mrs. Hearn replied in a tone-
Aeu bnc clear voice: “ I am not guilty,

Whez the second mdmtmenl. relat-

ELE

to the alle murder of Mrs.
:Fhaoms ‘wu gegud,‘ d\z again
answered: ' 1 am n ilty.”
Mr. Du Pareq wd would pro-

cted on lhe md.lctmant lor mhu alleged
murder of 0mas.
WITNESSES OUT OF COURT.

Mr. Norman Birkett asked that all
witnesses, other than expert wit<
nesses, shoild be out of Court.

Mr Lu Pnc1 said his learned
friend and himself had agreed as to
who chonld be out of Court until they
were

Mr. Du Parcq, opening for the
Srown sai

““ Mus, Thomnn, with whose mu.rder

Mrs. Hearn is charged,

November 4tn, 1030. The Auhmimon
of the prosecution is that she died on
that diy as the result of porsomni
Amme and that that arsenie
been ammmed fo her without her

15th, sveaisin days | m:
bafnrs sh! dxed

Proceeding to deseribe_the life of

rs. Hearn and her sister, Lydia
Ewrard, at Trenhern House, counsel

rs. Thomas frequently called on
;he sisters while Lydia was vms and
Mrs. Hearn after Lydia di
rent that they were not m
cial circumstances, because
ber, 1628, Mr. Thomas lent
Mn Hearn the sum of £38.

At mid-day on October 18th last Mr.
Thomas wenc over to Mrs. Hearn's
house, n.nB -dsked gerhm mn“i -

arty to Bude and she agreed
Party lefs in the tar at three o'clock.
PHEPARAYION OF SANDWlCHEs.

on

d | Thomas on

f.o ethat at Littlojohn's Cafe. Tea
cakes were ordered, and it was
then that Mrs. Hearn produv.ed the
acket of sandwiches which were
anded round. Mrs. Thomas ate one,
or possibly two, of the sandwiches,
Mr. Thomas had one, and Mrs. Hearn |,
had one. What bappened to the rest
I cannot tell you, but nothing was left
behind on the table.
AFTER TEA
a Mr. Thomas went away
for n lm.ln while. This may or may
not be important in this case. He
says that he'felt funny in his inside,
m}x:hmg very. -eamumu e wc);u to take
what suggested it to him as a
pr ul' vemedy, and had l:we;ﬂ;&shn.

not to T about me. I shall be
all 73 'y conscience is clear. 1
am ot miraid of afterwards,

am giving instructions about | t,
gelling the things, aud hope you will
be pmd 2 dlls it 34 w1l Sam do,

EXETER ADDRESS GIVEN.

Mr. Du Pareq next described how
Mis. 'leurn Journayed to Looe, where
she left her coat lying on the cliffs.
She afterwards got to Torquay. There
she was not a distracted woman, but

with deliberation gave her name at
the hotel as Mrs. Ferguson, of Heavi-
tree, Exeter. She apparently decided
to adopt the name of Faithful, and
had some cards inseribed. Later she
got a situation with Mr. Powell, an
al h:wa: who advertised for a ganenl
She .tned that her husband
died two years nce a parcel
arrived for her at or uay in the name
of Mra Dennis, so she adopted yet
another alias. olice re-
ceived a communication from Mr.
Powell Mrs. Hearn was arrested, and
she made a statement. In the course
of this she said:

I felt people were suspecting me of
havig poisoned Mrs, Thomas. It
appeared either Mr. Thomas or I would
bave to suffer. 1 felt I could not face
the ordeal. It appeared as if some-

body was going to be charged with
murder. I could not think of anyone
but us two. I thought I would go my
own way and take my life,
NOT CONCLUSIVE,

T)\e learned counsel,
said

You would not say tl!l'- Lbe mere fact

of 3 woman running away, or the fact that
$hi aeeks th conossl hér antity, is of itself
by any means conclusive evidence of guilt.
It must be taken in conjunction with the
other circumstances 1 have been putting
before L, T}mmn died of
arsenical poisoning. It will be made plain
that that poison was contained in those
sandwiches which Mrs. Hearn, and no one
alse but Mrs. Hearn, prepared.

A FOOLISH PERSON" WRITES
TO THE JUDGE

continuing,

Before the jury went to lunch Mr.
Justice Roche warned them pasticularly to
ignore dny communications that might te
sént to them.
certain foolish person,” he added,
written to me already about the case.
It they write to you, do not take any
notice at all.”

Dealing _ with _ the
Everard, Mr. Du Parcq s:

“T¢ is part of the T the Crown
that Minje died of arsenical ‘pojsaning,

which in her last illness must have been
administered to her in doses not very
large, but given wickedly and with intext

ver a period of about seven

case of "Minnie

mnmh.
am bound to put it baldly and

l.v]nmh Bxt Jrocass fna Chduh is that
over a period of seven months Mrs. H
had been administering nnenm to her
sister with intent to kill her.

Mr. Du Pareq ended his opening address
after having spoken over three hours.
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YHESDAY'S PROCEEDINGS

1q

¢ ‘may Or not by

but whac is of much mpﬁa ‘TE A
Omas IS

is what happened to Mrs.
the result of thl meal.  When her hus-

band _ retu; s. Thomas men-
tioned to hi: that gho hd a “‘sweety”
taste in her mouth, and Mr. Thomas

bought her some bananas.

At a quarter to seven they started
to return. Somewhere between seven
and a qunrter past, Mrs. Thomas

egan to be

t was nbvmun that Mrs. Thomas
was very ill, and Mrs. Hearn, a friend
amily, was asked to stay and
look after Mrs. Thomas. She did so.
From that time to October 20th all
food Mrs, Thomu had, was
cooked by Mrs,

Dr, Saunders 'u told that Mrs.
Thomas had eaten fish sandwiches
and the obvious explanation occurre od
to him that she was suffering from
some form of food poisoning. He
Erelcnbed the medicine keolin, a re-

ned form of china clay, and said that
she was to live on whitebait and
water. She was nursed in accordance
with these direction by her husband.

who gave a great deal of time ani
care to her, an Mrs. Hearn.

On October 19th Mrs, Hearn said to

r. Thomas that she herself had not
felt well, and she was asked by him
what was in the sandwiches heenuse
everybody was thinking that they
were the cause ul thu trouble. She
said ‘ tinned salm
DEATH OF MRS. THOMAS.

Cmmnel described how now and then

Mr. Thomas carried his wife up and
llu'l'n stails dunng- her illness.

On November r. Saunders
realised that this wns fio_case of food

oizoning, and called in Dr. Lister, of

l outh, who found Mrs. Thomas | &

ering lmm peripheral neuritis, a
form of arsenical poisoning. At 1.30
a.m. on November 4th she was taken
to hospital at Plymouth. Her case was
hopless, and sho died at 035 in the

ing. One can only infer that her
denh was due to the sandwiches she
had eaten.
REMARKABLE LETTER.

Mr. Du Pareq produced correspon-
dence indicating that Mrs. Hearn had

urchased a certain amount of weed

er from a loca! chemist. Whether
that weed killer was used for the pur-
pose of destroying weeds he could not
say. A few grains of that weed killer,
which contained 70 per cent. of white
arsenic, could be used quite simply, or
m the form of a solution, and would
nov be detacted by any person who
tool

it,
Counsel_then nnd the letux which |0

he said Mrs. Hearn wrote

He des-

also, that she took with
chocolate cake. There is nothing
markable in her having taken some
mrt of food with her, as lhe Was going
kind of picni¢. She pre; ed the
mdwwbel. She was living alos
those sandwiches were made, nn
every sense prepared, er. The
.nhnon lha nud apparently came from
a tin whi bought in the ordinary
gourse
Agﬁvenclmer‘ Thmnu. his wife
‘and Mrs. Hearn went to bave tea

1
cribed it as a very remarkable letter.

Yead:
“Dear Mr. Tboml,-Gooﬂ-bys.
I am going out if T can. 1 cann:
forget t!ue a man lnd a.hs
things he said. I am innocent, inno-
cent, but she is dead, and 1t was
my, fan Tunch she ate. I cannot st
en I am dead they be
sure. 1 lm guilty, and you at least
will be clear.

Hrd nnxm m{ort ¥

“ My life is nof a great thmg now
dear Annie has gone. T shall be glad
if you will send my love to Bessie (a
sister of Mrs, Hearn). Tell them

wife’s presence
ou still. —Yours,

‘Mr. Thomas's Reply to
Dramatic Question

When the hearing began on_ Tues- |3
day the Judge recalled Mr. Gilbert
Arthur Freak, chief chemist of the firm
which manufactured the weed-killer
IHuted to have been bought by Mrs.

“1 want you,” the Judge said, “ to
try to help zhegnry to envisage what
is meant by four grains of white
arsenic.

Mr. Freak said that lunr grnm; rep-
ru!}ruented 141,800 of &

Judge: What doea :z luok like.
Would it cover a sixpence or the poin:
of & penknifel

Dr. Roche Lynch produced a smal
test tube, about an inch and a half
long, and Mr. Du Parcq, hundmg it to
the Judge, said that it contained five
and three-quarter grmm of weed-
killer, whmh included four grains of
white arsenic.

e Judge ciosely examined the

d tube' and then handed it to thzd)ur)

who passed it from hand to han

_Mr. Birkett asked Mr. Freak ques.
concerning the solubility of
weed-killer.

How mnch water would be required,
he said, to make completely soluble
ten grains of white arsenic, or four-
teen or ﬂfteen graing of weed-killer?

eak: Weed-Miller is extremely
mluble. and it would be completely
soluble in its own weight of water.

Elizabeth Uglow, a_sister of Mrs.

omas, said that in November, 1923,

she bought a quarter of a pound of
whxte arscnic. Her husband used it

Neither Mr. Thomas nor Mrs.
Thomas wnuld have had any oppor-
umtv of getting it.

homas Pearce said that since 1014
hr had  been employed at Mr.
Thomas's farm. They had some sheep
dip which they used about three years

ago. It was all used by them,
MR. THOMAS GIVES EVIDENCE.

William Henry Thomas, the hus.

band of Mrs. Thomas, then entered
the box. He is a well-built man, vmh
vrc hair and brown moustache.

he had been farming for t\\elve
ears at Trenhorne Farm, and when
{“ Wile died they had been married
just over twenty years. Trenhorne
House, where lived Mrs. Hearn and
iiss Everard, was about 200 yards
from his farm. He and his wife were
on friendly terms with both of them.

In 1930, Mr. Thomas said, he used

to Trenhorne House nearly
every day, taking newupnpem, things

m Launceston, and junkets and
cream which his wife had made for
Miss Everard. He used to take Mrs.
Hearn and iss  Everard out
together, and separately, in his car,

r. Du Parcq: Did you ever have
any conversation with Mrs. Hearn
about the weeds in her garden?—I
may have. There were a lot of weeds
there.

Did Mre. Hearn ever say anything
tz? you about using weed hllen—

ever.

In 1928, witness said, he advanced
the sum of £38 to Mre. Hearn. The
health of his wife, during her life-
time, had been very.good.

THE VISIT TO BUDE.

events of October 18th, when he drove
his mother to her home, and invited
\{rn Heain to join the party in a drive

ude. Mrs. Hearn said that she
wnuld be very glad to come.

Mr. Thomas, referring to the visit
to the cafe at Bude, said he did not
see the fish sandwiches put on the
table. They were placed there between
the two women.

Mr. Du Pnrcq Who asked you to
have some’—Mrs. Hearn. She asked
us if we would like a sandwich. I
cannot say who took the first. [
cannot say whether I took the first
one. I did take one, and my wife and
Mrs. Hearn took one each.

Mr. Justice Roche: Was it paste, or
bits of fishi—I cannot say.

Mr. Du Parcq: Wore ﬂ:ey cut_to
!hapel—hn. they were, and they
were all small

Were all the sandwiches eaten ?—No.

What bruma ol those that were
lc[M—l ©ADNOt &

on sea any food produced by
Mm_ earn—l ‘do not remember
seeing any ¢ r

Do you remember nnyzhinz about a
chocolate cake?—I don’t remember
seeing one then.

HE FELT SICK.

Thomas suid that at about ten
mmum o: a quarter of an hour after
tea he felt sick. He went and had
two drops of whisky and it passed off.
He did not hear Mrs. Hearn make any
complaint about feeling anything
wrong with herself during the day.
His mfe was sick in the car on the
way back.

The{lgot home about 9.30, and with
Mrs. Hearn’s assistance, he put his
wife to bed. His wife and himself
both asked Mrs. Hearn to stay, and
she agreed. From that time until

October 29th and Mrs. Hearn
between them nursed his wife. Mrs,
Hearn di the cooking, and

during thnc period his wife was dieted
un invalid

Mr. Du Parcq Did Mrs. Hearn say
lmvt.hmg to you about her own condi-

Wltneu A day or two after we had
been to Bude I asked Mrs. Hearn what
sort, uf fish was in the sandwiches,
She it was tinned salmon, and
that uhe herself felt funny.
WHY HE FETCHED WIFE'S
MOTHER.
On October 20th he drove over to
fetch his wife's mother, Mrs. Parsons.
Mr. Justice Rocbe: Whose idea was

Did you think
g1 had not the
least idea my wife was going to die.

The Judge: Then why did you fetch f
earn | et mulherf«I

thought her mother

ought to co;
Mr, Jumce Roche: Because your
wife was so ill, or because she

wanted more attention?

r. Thomas: I thought she might
help my wife, and it might be better
for her to be there.

Mr. \mu.fﬁnehcz Was it ta
fort, your wife-and cheer hew up
Mr. mas: Yes, to cheer

and nurse her.

After October 29th, Mr. Thomas
said, Mrs. Parsons and Mrs. Hearn
shared the cooking, and Mrs. Parsons
rhv.'! all the nursing, and slept with his
wife.

Mz, Thomas said that on the morn-
ing of November 3rd he was awakened
by his wife calling out to him.

‘“She held out her arms to me like
thls—(here Mr. Thomas held out his
arms in front of him and moved them
up an down)—md gaid, ‘ Take me into
your room. v bed is extrémely wet,
and the badclotheu are all torn to

pieces.’ ere was nothing unusual
abont the bed clothes, but T carried
her into my be

Mr. Tlmmu descrﬂ:e«l how, after
his wife's nose had bled for several
hours, he called in a doctor. and when

ister was consulted, his wife was
removed to a hospital in Plymouth,
where zhe

M. Thomu “said that he remem-
bered saying to Mrs. Hearn: “ What-
ever js the matter they will find out.”

Mr. Du Parcq: Did Mrs. Henm say
anything?—She way' bave, T don't
remember.

. Thomas said that on the same
evening he told Mrs. Hearn he would
like an acknowledgment of the £38 he
had lent her. That was after he had
spoken to het about “‘organs heing
sent away to be analysed.” Mrs.
Hearn said that she would give an
acknowledgment and did so. The
acknowledgement read: "I received
the sum of £38 on loan from William
Henry Thomas, December 17th, 1098
(Bigned), Anme Hearn (Sarah Ann,")

NO JUGGLING OF SANDWICHES.
Mr. Birkett then ocross- axnmmed,
and Mr. Thomas said that he, his wife
and Mrs. Hearn had been on picaics
together, and it was quite urdlnm for
sandwiches to be taken to Bud 9. &:

er up,

Hearn and her sister were quite kind |}
to eu-.k other.

Mr. Bu'ke! : As to the taking of the
sandwiches, there was no pushing of

the plate or jur(glmg with them—No,
ere was no juggling at all,

Do you remember seeing that one
was left1—I don’t remember that.

I suggest the remainder of the
chocolate cake, and. one sandwich,
wm \u-a. ed up and put into a ba;
B MA Thendis dnd Leker EoasTog
could nob say.

A NEIGHBOURLY ACT.

When Mrs. Hearn came into your
house, she was simply doing a neigh-
bourly thing for a neighbour!—Yes,

rom beginning to end, there was
no_suggestion of pnymenﬂ—‘Im

It is quite clear that Mrs. Hearn
was asked to go to Bude quite un-
expectedly —Yes,

id she appear to you to do her
very best for your wle—She
appeared to.

o far as any human eye can )udge
these things, she did evervﬂnmg a
lundlv nen ?:bc\lr could do?—'

Is trie to say that, lpurt “from
one let back, your wife's condition § im-
lr;rm ed until the 29th—Yes, but very

anmoned with. regard to the con-
versation he had with Mrs. Hearn

when he ralurned from Plymnuth Mr.
Thomas said he might have u;

Mr. Thomas then dealt with the

people were talking about the sand-

Irnage © Local World |

wiches, and that his wife had died
Xunn poisoned sardwiches.

Birkett: Might you have said:
- T]\e blame will come heavier on you
than me!’—I may_ have. t
remember, It was Mrs. Hearn's sand-
wiches my wife took.

You had nothing to do with the
sandwiches. The blame could not fall
on yon'—No, and I didn’t know there
Wns au blame on Mrs. Hearn.

rs Hearn say: “If peaple
thmk like that I had better go to my
own house?”—Yes

It is true then, that she said people
\ure Dlaming hert—I might have said

le \ure nlk&n about the poigon
\n t e sandwiches.
DRAMATIC INOIDENT.

“ Poison, n{d Mr. Bukeu
drumnncnl\y rikin,
hand with zhe clenehed fist ol the
;au un the word

other
“poison’ to herl
Mr. Birkett (rndmg from Mrs.
Hearn’s letter): “I am innocent—
innocent.” ~ Were those
underl lined !
Bﬁ rephed Mr. Thomas.
: You knéw people were
talking nbmlt “the sandwiches!—Yes.
Do you think that was the letter of
a distraught woman, of a woman very
upset_and very grievedl—I took it
that she was upset,
THE LOAN. "
On the resumption after lunch Mr.
Birkett questioned Mr. Thomas about
Mrs. Heum s debt of £38 5 him, and

two words

asked: “ How came it that it was at
this moment, after your wife's
funeral, you snggested she should

give you an acknowledgment of the
money, when she had offered it before,
and you had not bothered about it?"”
Mr. Thomas: No particular yeason,
except that th: loss of my wife has
made a lot of difference to me. 1 did
not know if I could keep on the farm.
it is only reasonable, if a man lends
money, lur bim to have an acknow-
ledgment
Betwecn the 18th and the 20th of
October ycu wers really your wife's
nurse]—1 did everything I could for
my wife.
You gave up your duties on the
farm to devote yourself to your wifel
—1I did not give up all my duties, but
I gave up a lot of them to nurse my
wife, as a man shoul
The Judge: It is uld that your wife
died from arsenical poisoning. It was
not for you to express an opinion on
\hu at all  You have been asked
questions _about food given to your
wife on November 20d, and von haye
caid that you gaye her tea and bml\dy.
and possibly medicine. Did you, fram
rst to last, ever yourself gwe your
wife any arsenic.
Mr. Thomas (dmmltlcnlly) No, sir,
never in all my
The Judge: Are vau sure!—I have
never had arsenic in my possession,
except sheep dip, and tablets, which
m things any farmer might have.
Mr. Thomas thencleft ;the. witness

i 'Hox. where h mhd been Tor-over ' ﬂmn

urs. n 2

Hp. Tryphenn ?Arnonu. mothet ol
Mrs, Thomas, gave evidence, and said
she. never saw any weed-killer, worm
tablets or sheep axp about when she
was cooking the.

he Judge: Dul vou put any of

Qvn.za things in the food you prepared!
No.
VERY HAPPY AND FRIENDLY.
Mrs. Elizabeth Hick Thomas, mother)
of Mr. W. H. Thomas, said on the day
they went to Bude they were all very
bappy and friendly.

WEDNESDAY : DOCTORS | co
AND ARSENIC

Mrs. Hearn ne?ped briskly into the
doek, and smile eeting to Mr.
Norman Bn‘km, her endmg counsel. .
She was dressed brown coat
and close fitting hat whnch she has
ucrn since the beginning of the trial,
but her hands were ungloy On her
wedding finger was a plain gold ring.

Dr. Eric Saunders who, when he
diagnosed arsenical poisoning ou
November 8rd, ordered Mrs. Thomas
to_be removed to Pl mnuth Hospital,
said, in answer to Birkett, that,
so far as he knew I.he cause of
Thomas's mental agitation
nothing to do with the state of her
health. Her physical progress from
October 15th to November 3rd . was
not, sccompanied by an improvement
in hér mental condition. She cheered
uphn.t tirces, but was apprehensive at
ot]

The Judge: You first became sus-
picious that it might be arsenical
isoning on Octover 27th or 20th1—
hat was a very fleeting suspicion, so

fleeting as to be fantastic.
You had never seen a case of acute
ursemwl poisoning  before '—That

On November 3rd neuritis .mutad
arsenical poisoning!—Yes.

About ner mental condition. What
sort of things did she say to you!
What made that condition manifest!
—She did not say very much, and I
could never get very much from her.
She was not sleeping well ; she told me
that at the bagmmn

Was it a question ‘of the pain :ho
was suffering?—She appeared to b
agitated.

A POPULAR ERROR.
Dr. William Alexander Lister, con-

sultant to Plymouth City Hospital,
said that he was called to see Mrs.
Thomas and dmgnoued -arsenical
poisoning.

Mr. Birkett: It is surely a popular
error that food thb has no bad taste
is not poisoned I—Yes.,

FPood poisonin; claes affect the ner-
vous systemi—Botulism affects some
part of the nervo-u system.

But food poisoning generall
affect the nervous system!—|
never heard of neuritis fo'llewmg
every form of food poisoning,

One of the most common forms of
Eenpberal neuritis is caused by alco-
olism1—Yes.

Doctors are not agreed, with surety,
what are the causes of panpkerl]
neuritis! Medical opinion is in a fluid
condition L—There are certain well-
defined causes. -

You can get pe,,nph:rsl neuritis from

doel

Lirnited.

a condition of reduced vnahty through
a prolonged illness!—VYes.
WHEN WAS ARSENIC TAKEN?

In this case, was it your opinion that
arsenic had beea taken before deathl
=

Hav “any idea whenl—Cer-
tmnlv nl: the onset of the illness.

The question is whether she had any
subsequently. at do you say to
$has-at first I thought she must

have had or she would not have got
worse after improving for a time,

You had the view that it needed
some explanation to account for the
relapse when you were called in, as
compaved with the history of the case?
1 thought she must have had some

PROGRZSS OF THE ILLNESS.
The Judge: If there were no original
dose, you must take it that something
else must have caused the relapse.
Your evidence is based on the fact
that there must have been an original

lose
Dr. Lister: Yes, my lord.

Mr. Birkett: Dr. Saunders had
been treating the patient for food
llumng

at is certainly a_possi-
ility, is it not, that there had been
an original illness of food oisoning
which was progressing, and that there
was arsenic there to account for the
relapsel

Dr. Lister: No, I would put it this
way. There had been at the onset
vomiting and diarthma, which are
both cammonly caused by food poison-
ing. But that common diagnosis had
to he revised as the illness progressed.

Ar2 you not influenced by the find-

ing of the mnl su Llut ‘there was
arsenic in the bo 0.

His VIEW VARIED

Mr. Justice Roche asked Dr. Lister
it he still held the view that there was
a second dote of arsenic.

Dr. Lister yeplied that his first view
was that thers was a second dose, but
after hearing evidence by Mr, Tickle,
and scraps of evidence before the
Magistrates, his view had varied.
From a eclinical point of view, he
thought there must have been a
second dose.

The Judge : What it comes to is this:
I gather you to say that you are not
sure about the matter now, havin
regard to other circumstances whi
could account for everything without
a second dose!—My preseny view is
L‘mt it is more likely she had a second

Dr Millicent Fox, a doctor at_the
hospital at Plymouth where Murs.
Thomas died, said that when Mrs.
Thomas was admitted she was very
delirious, und was waving her arms
and head about.

CASES TO BE HEARD

SEPARATELY.

Dr. Eric Wordley said that he had
made a number of tests to find if there
wu m_lﬁ' evidence of poisoning by
he resu]u weu lll ne, tnve
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'he Judge indicated that Dr. Word-
ley would have to be recalled for the
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Assuming food poisoning on the 15th
October, and a post-mortem examina.
tion on November 4th, the process of
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